
The Latin Connection was created by 15 year old composer/pianist, Chase Morrin.  The band plays original jazz and 
Latin jazz compositions written by Chase and puts together unique and original Latin jazz arrangements—fusing the 
two to create new sounds.  The band will be performing at the Next Generation Monterey Jazz Festival as special 
guests this April 2009.  The band is recording their first CD by Ikezi Music Foundation.

Chase Morrin — Pianist/Composer is 15 and a sophomore at Canyon Crest Academy.  Chase started composing and 
playing piano after discovering a toy keyboard at age 8.  By age 12, he became the youngest recipient of the National 
ASCAP (American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers) award presented to him at the Lincoln Center in 
New York and recognized again in 2009.  His composition awards also include the Composers’ Today State awards in 
2007 and 2008 from the Music Teachers Association of California (MTAC).  During the summer of 2009, Chase 
received the prestigious Herb Alpert Scholarship for emerging young artists by the faculty of the California Summer 
School for the Arts.  He studies with Rick Helzer and Geoffrey Keezer.  More info at www.chasemorrin.com

Chris Burgess — Tenor Saxophonist is 17 and is a junior and principal tenor saxophonist at 
Rancho Bernardo High School.  Chris attended the Berklee College of Music’s  summer camp last year 
and received a full-ride scholarship to study at Berklee again this summer, 2009.  Chris is currently 
auditioning for Berklee’s prestigious summer jazz workshop.  Chris plans to attend the Berklee College 
of Music after high school.  Chris and Chase performed at the Next Generation Monterey Jazz 
Festival together last year with The Jazz Ensemble.  More info at www.chrisburgesssax.com

Fernando Gomez — Percussionist/Timbale met Chase through MySpace and a referral by drummer, Dylan Savage.  
Fernando is 18 and a senior at Eastlake High School.  He has played with his  school’s drumline, plays with the Afro 
Cuban Jazz Ensemble at Southwestern College and has a steady gig at Fridas in Eastlake with the Karla Irish Jazz Trio.  
Fernando plans to study at Southwestern College this fall and transfer to a four year university and major in the music 
field.  More info at www.myspace.com/fernandogomezdrums

Daniel Feldman — Percussionist/Congas is 16 and a sophomore at Canyon Crest 
Academy.  He plays in his school’s jazz band and combo.  Daniel has performed with 
a variety of adult bands around town and he is in Canyon Crest Academy’s music 
conservatory after-school program.  Daniel will be a youth counselor this summer.  Daniel 
plans to major in music after high school.  More info at www.myspace.com/danielfeldman

Michael Valentini — Bassist is 17 and a senior at St. Augustine High School.  Michael met Chase and Chris in 
The Jazz Ensemble last year.  Like other members of the Latin Connection he has studied at the UCSD Jazz Camp and 
worked with legendary San Diego jazz musicians; Willie Jones, Rob Thorsen, Mike Wofford and Gilbert Castellanos.  
Michael has been accepted to several colleges so far, and awaiting a few more to make his final college decision for 
Fall 2009.  He would like to study Economics and minor in Music.  More info at www.myspace.com/michaelvalentini
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